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Keynotes from Pastor Tim’s am Sermon on 9/08/2020 

Mini Series - Trusting God in the darkness 

“When acting wisely leads to suffering” 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted 

up, and shall be exalted. 
14 

As many were astonished at you—his appearance was so 

marred, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of the children of 

mankind—
15 

so shall he sprinkle
 
many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths because 

of him, for that which has not been told them they see, and that which they have not 

heard they understand. Who has believed what he has heard from us?  And to whom 

has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 
For he grew up before him like a young 

plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should 

look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3 
He was despised and 

rejected
 
by men, a man of sorrows

 
and acquainted with

 
grief; and as one from whom 

men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
4 
Surely he has 

borne our griefs 

and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 

5 
But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 

him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 

6 
All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7 
He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is 

silent, so he opened not his mouth. 

8 
By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who 

considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the 

transgression of my people? 
9 
And they made his grave with the wicked and with a 

rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in 

his mouth.
10 

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when 

his soul makes
 
an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his 

days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.
11 

Out of the anguish of his soul 

he shall see
 
and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my 

servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their 

iniquities.
12 

Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,  and he shall divide 

the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered 
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with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the 

transgressors. 

 

We have been looking at what it means to trust God in the darkness, when we find 

ourselves in the midst of deep suffering and can’t understand what God is doing in 

our lives or see any way out. We have found that we should never doubt in the 

darkness what God has told us in the light. God has given great promises that are 

true for us today and when we find ourselves in darkness, we need to trust God to do 

what he’s promised, for the sake of our joy. What happens when, in obedience, we 

follow the path we believe God has laid out for us and at the end of it we find intense 

painful suffering? In a culture that likes to play it safe, we tend to think that acting 

wisely should lead to a problem free life, but is it possible to act with perfect wisdom 

and find that doing so leads to a life of suffering?  

This fourth servant song speaks about the suffering of the wise servant and his 

subsequent glorification.  

Most of us would say it is not wise to leave the security of a safe environment to go 

and live among people who will hate, attack and finally kill you, in order to serve and 

bless them, even though they are undeserving of your love. Yet God says in v13 – My 

servant shall act wisely.  

In this song, we are shown: 

• That the servant has to suffer because of our sin (Ch 53:4-6) 

• What his suffering will be like (Ch 53:1-3, 7-9) 

• The glory of the servant (Ch52: 13-15, Ch 53:10-12) 

The suffering and the glory of this servant are bound up with his purpose to rescue 

sinners. 

In this song, sometimes God speaks (52:13) and sometimes a human voice speaks 

(53:4), because it is a song about God reconciling humanity to himself through the 

suffering and glory of the servant. Who is the servant?  Acts 8:30-35 gives us the 

answer: 

Philip ran to him (the Ethiopian eunuch) and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet 

and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
31 

And he said, “How can I, 
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unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

32 
Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he 

was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not 

his mouth. 
33 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 

generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34 

And the eunuch said to 

Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?” 
35 

Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he 

told him the good news about Jesus.  

 

Philip identifies the servant of Isaiah 52-53 as being the Lord Jesus Christ. These 

chapters in Isaiah explain the person and work of Jesus Christ and we too can use 

this song to explain the gospel to non-Christians in some of the most moving words 

of scripture. Here is a passage that clearly speaks about Jesus, of whom God says 

that he acts wisely.  

What did that wisdom result in for Jesus, and what does it achieve for us that will 

keep us acting wisely even if it leads to suffering?  

1. It was wisdom that resulted in obedience 

 Phil 2:7-8 tells us that Jesus ‘emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men. 
8 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself 

by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.’ 

As the wise servant, Jesus showed his wisdom by walking in perfect obedience to his 

father, even when that obedience would lead to the suffering of the cross. True 

wisdom shows itself in obedience to God. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

wisdom (Ps 111:10) and a wise person takes God’s commands and lives them out, 

even if that leads to suffering. For us, that is so counter-cultural – we generally want 

to avoid suffering in any way, and that includes suffering that may come from 

obedience to God, such as: 

• Being hated by friends at school or being cut off by family members 

• Maybe even being arrested or losing our lives 

Perhaps, in disobedience to God’s commands, we are unwilling to sacrifice: 

• Material possessions so that instead we can use our money to further God’s 

kingdom on earth. 
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• ‘Me time’ so that instead we can use our time to serve God’s people, fulfil 

ministry roles in the church or gather to worship. 

Rather than obeying God, we decide to play it safe so we: 

• Measure our time and finances and just give a little of each 

• Keep quiet about our faith, so people won’t hate us 

• Don’t speak against the injustice of thousands of babies being killed every year 

before they are born.  

• Don’t talk about hell and divine judgement, so people won’t think we are 

weird. 

True wisdom means obeying God even though there is a cost. We might need to 

take time this week to look at how we are compromising our obedience to God by 

playing it safe, following worldly wisdom that results in disobedience to God’s 

commands. 

2. It as wisdom that resulted in revulsion (v13) 

Isaiah tells us that Jesus’ suffering, both before and during the crucifixion led men to 

feel revulsion towards him. Jesus was: 

• Repeatedly beaten before his crucifixion and had a crown of thorns pressed into 

his head. 

• Forced to walk carrying the heavy cross beam and then nailed to the cross, 

before it was lifted into place. 

• Left to suffocate in agony on the cross.  

If we had been there, we would have recoiled at the sight and found it revolting.  

Yet this is our Saviour, doing this for us. 

On top of this, there was a deep spiritual agony because, for the first time in his 

eternal existence, his sinless soul was experiencing your sin and my sin. His righteous 

soul was tormented by the guilt and shame of our sin.  

The wisdom of God is the way of appalling suffering for his servant. We might 

wonder where wisdom is in that. 

3. It was wisdom that resulted in salvation (vv14-15) 
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We read that ‘many are astonished (appalled) at him, and then ‘so shall he sprinkle 

many...’ In the Old Testament, sprinkling was how articles in the tabernacle/temple 

and priests were made holy (Exodus 29:21). It was also the way atonement for sin 

was made (Leviticus 4:1-6). Isaiah is telling us that the suffering servant, Jesus Christ, 

is God’s appointed means to save us from sin and make us holy. He will save us 

from our sin of disobedience in wanting to avoid following God. The wisdom of God 

didn’t avoid the problem of sin - Jesus left the security of heaven and suffered to 

secure our salvation.  

As you listen to this, you may not be bothered by your disobedience to God, but you 

ought to be bothered because: 

• The eternal God is just and must punish all sin eternally 

• The threat of eternal death hangs over the head of every human being 

Our soul will live on for all eternity in a resurrected body that will either be suffering 

eternal death or will be enjoying the fulness of eternal life. No one can afford to 

avoid the message of this servant. He acted wisely for your sake so that: 

• Through his death, your sin can be removed from you and you can enjoy his 

forgiveness 

• Through his obedient life, you can have a righteousness that commends you to 

God.  

To receive this, God calls on you to repent of your sin by:  

• acknowledging your own vileness before a holy God, and feeling deep sorrow 

that you have offended him 

• determining to forsake all sin and follow Jesus.  

Then put your trust in Jesus alone to make you right. 

The way of wisdom may well lead you to suffering but there will be joy to come. 

4. It was wisdom that resulted in glorification (v13) This is just a brief introduction 

– more to come over the next two weeks! 

Jesus would experience appalling suffering but the promise here is that he would be 

raised to life and would be exalted. Jesus didn’t stay dead. Three days after his death, 
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he was raised to life, defeating it for all who repent and trust him. Today he is exalted 

in heaven, where he reigns over his church and over this world. (Phil 2: 6-11). One 

day he will return to this earth to receive those of us who are trusting him into his 

eternal kingdom, where there will be perfect peace, perfect love and perfect joy 

forever.  

Human wisdom says avoid the problems and the suffering. 

Godly wisdom says obey God, even if that means suffering now, because salvation 

and future glory are assured. The greatest act of obedience that any of us can ever 

do is to repent of our sin and put our trust in Jesus alone to make us right with God. 


