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Keynotes from Pastor Tim’s am Sermon on 25/04/2021 

Series – “Making Disciples Part 20 

Mini-Series – “Discipleship in the light of Jesus’ Return”  

Part 3 - Matthew 25 v 31-36 “Standing in the Final Judgement”.   

Matthew 25:31-36 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 

him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 
32 

Before him will be gathered all the nations, 

and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 

the goats. 
33 

And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 
34 

Then 

the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
35 

For I was hungry 

and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, 
36 

I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was 

in prison and you came to me.’ 
37 

Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, 

when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 
38 

And when 

did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
39 

And when 

did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
40 

And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, 

I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers,
[f]
 you did it to 

me.’
41 

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
42 

For I was hungry and you gave me 

no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 
43 

I was a stranger and you did not 

welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit 

me.’ 
44 

Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty 

or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 
45 

Then he will 

answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of 

these, you did not do it to me.’ 
46 

And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 

the righteous into eternal life.”                                                                                                 

 

All scripture references are from the ESV. 

 

How are sinful people put right with a holy God? This is the most important question 

anyone can ask and seek to answer. Heaven and Hell depend on how we answer 

that question, and more importantly how we respond to the answer. If we don’t 

respond rightly to God, then we will remain under the sentence of eternal death.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+25&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24045f
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In his word (see Ephesians 2:8-9 (on p4) for one expression of this), God tells us that 

a person is justified before him (i.e. declared innocent of sin and accounted righteous 

in God’s sight): 

• By grace alone 

• Through faith alone 

• In Christ alone 

All of this is to the glory of God alone 

A Christian is one who:  

• knows that, measured against a holy God, they are a guilty sinner  

• knows their sin has been paid for by Jesus so God is able to forgive them   

• believes that God sees them as being righteous because Jesus’s righteousness 

has been credited to them  

• knows they have received this gift of God through faith in Jesus  

You might think that if we are put right with God through the righteousness of Jesus, 

having all our sins forgiven, then it doesn’t matter how we live, but our works of 

righteousness do matter and indeed matter eternally, showing whether the faith we 

have is saving faith.  

The God who forgives us is a God who changes us so that we live holy lives. 

Jesus teaches us that this world will not continue as it is. A day is coming when he will 

return to the earth in power and glory, but that day won’t come until the gospel is 

preached to all nations and great tribulation has come on the earth. It will be 

unexpected and it will be too late to get ready for it when it happens. 

We need to be ready now by coming to know Jesus both as Saviour from sin and 

Lord of our lives. 

• The most certain next event in our lives will be the final judgement. (Matt 

25:31-32,46 above) 

In vv33-45, Jesus describes two ways that people have lived and wants us to grasp 

that 

how we live out our Christian faith has implications for where we will spend eternity. 
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We will be held to account for how we have lived on that final day. We may not find 

this an easy truth to live with.  

a) We get uncomfortable speaking about judgement – as Christians we can feel 

embarrassed by the idea of God holding everyone accountable, and struggle 

to speak about it to non-believers 

b) We can be dismissive – making light of what is weighty and assuming that God 

won’t really judge us since the blood of Christ cleanses us. We might not even 

believe there is a God who will judge us.  

c) We might feel angry – asking what right does God have to judge me?  

We have an innate sense of justice and morality that comes out when we feel we 

have been treated unjustly or when we read about a child who has been abused. 

Where does it come from? The Bible tells us that we are created in the image of a 

just God who is outraged when his laws are broken. We inherit from God that sense 

of outrage when we see injustice perpetrated and when laws that should protect us 

are broken. If we want justice, how can we deny God that same desire for justice 

when his laws are broken? 

This final judgement is right and fitting for a God who is perfectly just and holy. 

If we truly love God then: 

• We will be glad that he is going to return as judge to deal justly with humanity 

• We don’t need to be afraid of this final judgement because it will be the 

beginning of eternal blessing for us 

We can see the truth of these statements as we look at four aspects of the final 

judgement.  

1. The Judge (vv31-32 above) 

For the first time here, Jesus identifies himself as the king who sits on the throne to 

judge the nations. For those who follow him, Jesus is that king who will judge the 

nations, but he is so much more than that.  

a) He is our Saviour from sin – the one who died on a cross to satisfy the justice of 

God and secure our pardon from sin, living a perfectly righteous life so that we 

would have a righteousness that commends us to God.  
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b) He is our brother – the eternal God added to his divine nature a human nature, 

becoming one of us in every way except he was sinless. Thus he identifies with 

us as our elder brother and is not ashamed to do so.  

c) He is our friend – he told his disciples ‘you are my friends if you do what I 

command you’ John 15:14.  

d) He is our great High Priest – even now he is in heaven as our advocate. 

e) He is the lover of our soul – he had compassion on us when he saw us in our 

sin under the just condemnation of God. Out of undeserved love for us, he 

gave up his life to redeem us from sin.  

As believers, we don’t need to be afraid because the judge we will stand before is 

Jesus, who secured our salvation and has come to bring us into our blessing (v34) 

2. The separation (vv32-33 above) 

All nations will be summoned to this final judgement – no one will be able to refuse. 

On this day, Jesus will separate everyone into two groups – those on his right hand 

(the sheep) and those on his left (the goats). All the groups we, as humans, divide 

people into won’t be relevant. The only thing that will matter is how you are related to 

Jesus.  

You are either for him or against him: 

• Trusting completely in him or trusting in something else 

• Living in obedience to him or living in disobedience to him 

He is either your Saviour, brother, friend, great High Priest and lover of your 

soul……or he isn’t. 

Jesus will sit in the middle of humanity on that day and separate everyone to either 

his right or his left hand.  

Where do you think you will be standing on judgement day? Will you be standing 

among the sheep at the right hand of Jesus your Saviour and Lord or will you be 

standing among the goats at the left hand of Jesus your judge?  

• Some people may genuinely be sheep, but lack assurance.  

• Others may think they are sheep but are not. Despite a profession of faith, and 

maybe even baptism and church membership, they have no living relationship 
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with Jesus and will be lost on that final day, unless they come to a real 

relationship with him.   

Either way, we all need to examine ourselves every day to ensure we are rightly 

related to Jesus. 

3. The evidence (vv34-45 above) 

Jesus is not saying that we are put right with God by social action, but he is teaching 

us that works of mercy may be an evidence that we possess the faith that saves. That 

faith unites us to Jesus so that his life flows into us and we take on his character. 

(Galatians 2:20 see p4). Saving faith results in the life of God in the soul of man. The 

evidence for that will be a love for Jesus Christ that will show itself in a love for all 

people, especially believers – a practical love that leads to works of mercy, without 

any expectation of reward or being repaid.  

Non-believers do works of mercy too, but not out of love for Jesus or trusting in Jesus 

for the grace to do them.  

Our works matter to the extent that they reveal the reality of our faith. It is no good 

just deciding that you had better start serving the church to make your faith look real 

– that is legalism and you will still be amongst the goats. Instead, confess your lack of 

trust and love to the Lord and ask him to change your heart to put that right. From 

that new heart you will find the love to serve his people and you will hear a different 

sentence on that final day.  

4. The sentence (v46 above) 

Jesus shows the finality of the sentence by using the word eternal. Our relationship to 

Jesus, either when we die or when he returns, will be our relationship with him 

forever. You will either hear him say ‘Come’(v34) or ‘Depart’ (v41) and the sentence 

will be entirely just. 

In this life, Jesus commands us, as sinners, to come to him and find rest for our souls. 

He alone can deal with the guilt of our sin, though we may try to ignore it or deal 

with it ourselves.  

He alone can give us righteousness, though we may think we can try to earn it. 
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If we refuse to come to him now, then we will hear him say ‘Depart’ on that final day. 

Don’t ignore this. 

• If you refuse to come to Jesus now, then the judge you have to face will be the 

one you rejected. 

• If you refuse to come to Jesus now, then Jesus will be perfectly just in saying to 

you ‘Depart’. 

If you come to Jesus now, then you will hear him say the words of v34. ‘Come, you 

who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world’. This blessedness is described by J C Ryle in his commentary 

on Matthew’s Gospel as: 

‘An eternal rest after warfare and conflict; the eternal company of the saints after 

buffeting with an evil world; an eternally glorious and painless body, after struggling 

with weakness and infirmity; an eternal sight of Jesus face to face, after only hearing 

and believing. All this is blessedness indeed, and yet the half of it remains untold’.  

• This is the blessedness that has been prepared for those who trust Jesus now 

• This is the blessedness into which the final judgement will bring us 

 

This is the blessedness that is available to you all today if you will come to Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God, 
9 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

10 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 

who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me. 


