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Keynotes from Pastor Tim’s Sermon on 5/7/2020 
 

“Prayer that trusts God in the darkness” 
 

(Please read these notes whilst listening to the sermon audio file.) 

 

Mini Series “Trusting God in the darkness:  

Isaiah 51:9-16 Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; awake, as in 

days of old, the generations of long ago. Was it not you who cut Rahab in pieces, 

who pierced the dragon? 
10 

Was it not you who dried up the sea, the waters of the 

great deep, who made the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to pass over? 

11 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and 

sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
12 

“I, I am he who comforts you; who are you that 

you are afraid of man who dies, of the son of man who is made like grass, 
13 

and 

have forgotten the LORD, your Maker, who stretched out the heavens and laid the 

foundations of the earth, and you fear continually all the day because of the wrath of 

the oppressor, when he sets himself to destroy? And where is the wrath of the 

oppressor? 
14 

He who is bowed down shall speedily be released; he shall not die and 

go down to the pit, neither shall his bread be lacking.
15 

I am the LORD your God, who 

stirs up the sea so that its waves roar— the LORD of hosts is his name. 
16 

And I have 

put my words in your mouth and covered you in the shadow of my hand, establishing
 

the heavens and laying the foundations of the earth, and saying to Zion, ‘You are my 

people.’” 

Very often, God prepares us for the trials he is going to take us through by means of 

a passage of scripture, a sermon a Christian book or wise counsel from a trusted 

Christian friend. We have seen that we should never doubt in the darkness what God 

has told us in the light, so we must trust the word that God has given to prepare us.  

What does it look like to trust God in the darkness? Looking at the response of the 

exiles will help us to see this.  

God has told his people they will be going into exile in Babylon because they have 

failed to honour him but in his grace and mercy he has promised that he will sustain 

them in the exile and one day he will bring them back into the land, turning their 

mourning into joy. 
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The exiles’ response to God’s promises is specifically to pray that God will fulfil 

them. 

This is a principle throughout scripture, as we see in Nehemiah 1: 8-10 
 
Remember 

the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will 

scatter you among the peoples, 
9 
but if you return to me and keep my 

commandments and do them, though your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of 

heaven, from there I will gather them and bring them to the place that I have chosen, 

to make my name dwell there.’ 
10 

They are your servants and your people, whom you 

have redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand. 
11 

O Lord, let your ear 

be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who 

delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him 

mercy in the sight of this man.”
 

  

 Nehemiah takes the promise of God that had been given to Moses and asks 

God to fulfil it.  

In the New Testament, Jesus had promised the early church leaders that they would 

receive power to witness through the Holy Spirit. When they were told by the 

authorities that they could no longer speak about Jesus, they took the promise of 

Jesus and asked God to fulfil it in them.   

Acts 4:31
 
And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together 

was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the 

word of God with boldness. 

The proper response to God’s promises is to pray for their fulfilment. 

What does prayer for God to fulfil his promises look like? 

 Isaiah51:9-16 shows us four aspects of prayer that trusts God in the dark.  

1. Urgent prayer 

We read something that seems shocking in v9 Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm 

of the LORD; awake, as in days of old, the generations of long ago.  

Most of us have never prayed like that – it seems almost irreverent, unless we 

understand the heart of the exiles. God is speaking to them ahead of the exile, when 

they will be facing the deepest crisis they have ever known: 

 Everything that marked them out as God’s people will be destroyed and they 

will forget what worship of Jehovah was like 
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 The exile will last for 70 years, so the people will intermarry and embrace 

Babylonian culture 

Their only hope will be for God to intervene, but it will feel like he’s forgotten them or 

is asleep! God’s people will be helpless and desperate so the only prayer they can 

utter is God, wake up! Wake up! 

    Desperate times call for desperate prayer.  

Have we ever been this desperate? In the West, the Christian church is weak, but 

thinks it is alive because there is so much activity going on. Now that activity has been 

brought to a halt, the personal holiness of God’s people is seen to be so shallow that 

we aren’t much different from those around us who don’t know Jesus: 

 Our knowledge of God is so poor that we are not concerned that we dishonour 

him through lack of holiness 

 We have become self-sufficient and think we can build his church through our 

own efforts. 

 Even before Covid 19 stopped us meeting, the lack of spirituality and personal 

holiness showed in the lack of urgent corporate prayer in our churches. We need to 

be broken before God, coming to genuine repentance for our pride and self-

sufficiency. Then we will know the desperation that leads to this kind of urgent prayer. 

2. Remembering prayer 

The exiles continue their prayer (vv9-10) by remembering what God had done for 

them to redeem them from slavery in Egypt, bringing the plagues on Egypt, and 

holding back the Red Sea for them to cross. This last and seemingly impossible 

hurdle turned out to be the means by which God delivered them from the Egyptians 

forever. The lesson here is that what we fear most is probably what God will use to 

deliver us.  

 The Babylonians only had mythology to draw from, but the exiles had eye-

witness accounts of actual events that they could use to strengthen their faith.  

 The exiles could remind themselves of what God had done in the past, and use 

it in their prayers, because they knew scripture.  
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When we pray, we can:  

 Use the accounts of what God has done that are written down for us in the 

Bible to strengthen our faith 

 Remember things that we have seen God do for us personally that could only 

be attributed to him  

Remembering prayer strengthens our faith and is a means of 

praising God 

3. Confident prayer 

v11 is a declaration of confidence. Praising God for his past acts has led the exiles to 

have confidence in God’s promises that he will bring them back to the land and that 

Israel will rejoice. (Isaiah 49:11-12 and 51:3). As the exiles pray, remembering all 

that God has done in the past, they begin to trust God’s promises for the future.  

If you are struggling in the darkness at the moment, and are doubting the promises 

of God, then pray following the pattern of this lament that: 

 Cries out in desperation to God and lays out its complaint 

 Remembers what God has done in the past 

 Begins to trust God’s promises for the future 

Faith doesn’t shy away from expressing doubt, but it does so in a way that leads to 

confidence not just in the promises of God but in God himself. 

4. Focussed prayer 

Prayer that trusts God is prayer that focuses on who God is. Any promise that is made 

is only as valid as the character of the person who makes it. God calls us to trust in 

him, not just to trust the promises he makes.  

We can trust his promises because he is trustworthy. 

How could the exiles be sure God would keep his promise? God reveals himself to 

them in vv12-16. The desperate urgency of their prayer is met with the calm 

assurance of God who speaks to reveal his own character, putting their fears into the 

proper perspective. God declares: 

 v12  I, I am he who comforts you;  
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 v15 I am the LORD your God, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar— the 

LORD of hosts is his name. 

God reminds the exiles of who he is, calling on them to focus on the God they know 

because he has revealed himself in his word and in his works, instead of on their 

oppressors and their captivity.  

 We need to really come to know God so that we trust him, then we will trust his 

promises. 

  The more our prayer focusses on who God is, rather than on our own darkness 

or our sin, the more we will come to trust God.   

Prayer that trusts God in the darkness will be prayer that knows God as he has 

revealed himself to us. 

How can we come to know God?  

v16 And I have put my words in your mouth and covered you in the shadow of my 

hand, establishing
 
the heavens and laying the foundations of the earth, and saying to 

Zion, ‘You are my people.’” 

 

God is speaking about the Servant, the Lord Jesus Christ, who reveals God’s 

character to us: 

 He speaks God’s word and does God’s work as the God man 

 He is the one who brings us into covenant relationship with God, hinted at here 

(v15 I am the Lord your God v16 You are my people).  

It is only through Jesus that we can come to know the God who created the universe. 

 As we repent of our sin and put our trust in Jesus, so we come into relationship 

with the living God 

 The Christian life is one of knowing God through Jesus, and like any 

relationship it takes time.  

Please make use of your time this week to get to know Jesus. Read the Bible and ask 

him by his Spirit to: 

 Shine a spotlight on the text, reveal to you wonderful things about himself and 

incline your heart to his word 
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 Read in dependence upon the Spirit, and as God shows you things in his word, 

talk to him about them. 

 There may be sin he wants you to repent of or a promise he wants you to 

believe as he reveals more of himself to you.  

In this way, we will grow in our knowledge of God, and then we will come to 

experience the kind of prayer that trusts God in the darkness - urgent, remembering, 

confident and focussed prayer. 


