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Keynotes from Pastor Tim’s am Sermon on 7/06/2020 

Mini Series - Trusting God in the darkness 

Part Two – “Who sustains us in the darkness?” 
 

Isaiah 50: 4-9 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I 

may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he 

awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. 
5 
The Lord GOD has 

opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backwards. 
6 
I gave my back to 

those who strike, 

and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and 

spitting. 
7 
But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I 

have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame.
8 
 He who 

vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my 

adversary? 

Let him come near to me. 
9 
Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who will declare me 

guilty? Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 

 

As a painter puts brush strokes on a canvas, a picture starts to emerge. Biblical 

prophecy is a bit like that. There are four servant songs in Isaiah, each one adding 

some of the brush strokes that would give God’s people a glimpse of the servant who 

would rescue them. The people knew that the servant would suffer for the sins of 

God’s people, but did not know who this suffering servant would be, nor how it 

would all work out. Living as we do in the 21
st
 century, we have the privilege of 

seeing that the completed picture is of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the suffering 

servant who dies in the place of God’s people to redeem them from sin.  

v6 shows us the suffering Jesus would endure: I gave my back to those who 

strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from 

disgrace and spitting.  
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We know, too, that he was nailed to a cross and crucified – a form of execution that 

was horrific and shameful, yet he set his face like flint to go to Jerusalem and suffer 

on our behalf. 

How does this help us in the darkness?  

God had shown the people the suffering they would endure at the hands of the 

Babylonians because they had:  

 rejected him and worshipped false gods 

 failed to repent of their sin even though God had sent messengers to warn 

them 

Israel’s main problem was not the Babylonians, but their sin in failing to honour God 

and obey him. Captivity in Babylon was the result of their sin. If all God did, at the 

end of this, was to bring them out of captivity and back to live as they had before, 

that would not have been deliverance. What the people needed was to be delivered 

from their sin. This remains true today.  

 We may look around at people leading sinful lives, experiencing suffering, and 

think what they need is relief from what is happening to them, but what they 

most need is deliverance from sin and a restored relationship with God. 

God promised to restore the Israelites and give them a new heart to obey him, a 

promise that applies to us as Gentiles too. He calls on those who honour him and are 

obedient to him to trust him in the darkness.  

Isaiah 50:10 Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant? Let 

him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the LORD and rely on 

his God.  

 As God’s people we must never doubt in the darkness what God has told us in 

the light. 

Is it possible to trust God in the darkness and has anyone ever done so? 

 If we’re honest, when times are dark because of our own or someone else’s 

sinfulness, we would say that it’s hard: 

 to trust God and to know that he is for us when darkness hides his face 
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 to trust him for the future when darkness hides his purposes for us 

 to trust him to lead us when darkness hides his word  

When we look at the suffering servant, the Lord Jesus Christ, and really come to know 

him, we discover that he fully trusted God in the darkness and he will strengthen our 

weary souls to do the same. 

God came with a message of grace to his people, calling on them to repent and 

return to him and he would abundantly pardon. It appeared that no one was 

listening: Isaiah 50 v2 Why, when I came, was there no man; why, when I called, was 

there no one to answer?  

Yet there was one who was listening.  

 He is the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal son of God, the suffering servant, who is 

both God and man in one nature, and was born on earth 2000 years ago.  

 In Jesus, we see a real man who led a life of submission and trust even when it 

led to intense suffering.  

Looking at how he lived his life can help us learn how to trust God in the darkness. 

1. The servant’s submission 

a) His mind was submitted v4 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of 

those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word him 

who is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to 

hear as those who are taught. 

 The servant had to learn what God wanted, as all disciples do.  

 He led a life that required discipline, being woken by the Sovereign Lord, 

having to get up and apply his mind to learning because he had a ministry to 

fulfil, that of sustaining with his words those who are weary. 

 Jesus, in his humanity, had to grow in wisdom. Luke 2: 52
  
And Jesus increased 

in wisdom and in stature
 
and in favour with God and man.  

 Everything that Jesus said and did was taught to him by his Father.  

In his humanity, Jesus had a mind that was submitted to the will and teaching of his 

Father in heaven.  

b) His will was submitted v5
 
The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was 

not rebellious; I turned not backwards. 
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 The servant was not rebellious, but did and spoke as the Sovereign Lord 

instructed him. 

  

John 5:19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of 

his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father
 

does, that the Son does likewise. 

 

 As the eternal son of God, Jesus is God and did not cease to be God at 

any point in his life on earth.  

 Yet in his humanity while he lived on earth, he submitted to the will of the 

Father even though it led him to a place of great suffering.  

 Living the righteous life to which he was called by his Father brought 

hostility from the religious leaders, to the point of killing him on the cross.  

The righteous life of the only perfect disciple who has ever lived resulted in suffering. 

What was it that kept him submitting to the will of his Father under this great 

pressure?  

2. The servant’s trust - vv7 and 9 speak of the same thing - the Lord GOD helps 

me.  

The help of the Sovereign Lord resulted in: 

 assurance - therefore I have not been disgraced; and I know that I shall not be 

put to shame (v7) 

 determination - therefore I have set my face like a flint (v7) 

On the night before Jesus died, he knew that to obey the Father would mean that he 

must suffer the eternal judgement our sins deserve. In his humanity, he sought the 

help of his Father in prayer, but with his will submitted: Matt 26:39 My Father, if it be 

possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” Even 

on the cross, we hear him cry out to his Father for help in spiritual agony – ‘My God, 

my God, why have you forsaken me?’ Matt 27:46 

 He is being punished for our sin, but is driven into deeper agonising 

dependence on his Father for help.  
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 When we are disciplined by God, so often we turn away from him not towards 

him.  

The servant is trusting the Father to uphold him. It is that trust that enables him to:  

 Set his face like flint, with determination 

 Submit his will to the Father with perfect obedience 

We see that the servant is also trusting the Father to vindicate him, and thus can bear 

the disgrace and shame:  

Vv8-9 He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 

together. Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me. 
9 

Behold, the Lord GOD 

helps me; who will declare me guilty? Behold, all of them will wear out like a 

garment; the moth will eat them up. 

 

Jesus is dying the death that sin deserves but three days later God vindicates his Son, 

declaring him perfectly righteous and showing him to be who he claimed to be, by: 

 Raising him from the dead 

 Receiving him back into heaven to sit on the throne of God  

One day he will return in power and glory and every knee will bow before him 

Jesus knew all this would happen because the Father had promised it while they 

enjoyed fellowship in the light. When the darkness of the cross enveloped him, he 

was able to trust the promise and keep on submitting to the will of the Father.  

How does this help us? In Jesus we have someone who both:  

 Knows how hard it is to submit our minds and will to God in the darkness 

 Is able to help us and sustain us when we are weary.  

We cannot follow his example without the help of the Saviour who sustains us. V4 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know 

how to sustain with a word him who is weary. 

As we trust in Jesus, so he sustains us with his word, knowing the right words to speak 

to us at just the right time when we are weary. When we really know Jesus, united 

with him by faith, then he will strengthen our weary souls to trust God in the darkness. 

For it to be possible for us to live in obedience even in the hard times, we must learn 

to trust in the darkness what God has told us in the light.  
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In order to be able to submit our mind and will to God we need a heart that is 

trusting in the Sovereign Lord and sustained by the suffering servant, the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 


