
1 
 

Keynotes from Pastor Tim’s am Sermon on 21/02/2021 

Sermon Series – “Making Disciples”  

Part Thirteen Five -Matthew 13 24-30 & 36-43 “Undercover disciples” 

All Scripture references are from the ESV unless indicated otherwise.  

Matthew 13:24- 30, 36 - 43 He put another parable before them, saying, “The 

kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 

25 
but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds

 
among the 

wheat and went away. 
26 

So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 

appeared also. 
27 

And the servants
 
of the master of the house came and said to him, 

‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 

28 
He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do 

you want us to go and gather them?’ 
29 

But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds 

you root up the wheat along with them. 
30 

Let both grow together until the harvest, 

and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in 

bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” 

36 
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, 

saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 
37 

He answered, “The 

one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 
38 

The field is the world, and the 

good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 
39 

and 

the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the 

reapers are angels. 
40 

Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it 

be at the end of the age. 
41 

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather 

out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 
42 

and throw them into the 

fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43 

Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let 

him hear. 

 

What you understand when you read this may possibly determine where you will be 

spending eternity after you die. 

That is because how you respond to the parables that Jesus taught shows 

whether you are on the narrow pathway that leads to eternal life or on the wide 

pathway that leads to eternal death. 

Jesus told the crowds a parable (Matthew 13:3-9 see p4) which, on the surface, was 

just a story about a sower who scattered seed in his field, and, depending on where it 

fell, only some of it grew to produce fruit. When the crowds left, Jesus was alone with 
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his disciples who asked him why he spoke in parables. His answer is found in 

Matthew 13: 10-17 (see p4). He used parables: 

• To test the hearts of his hearers 

• To give instruction to those who are responsive 

The crowds were looking for a Messiah who would get rid of the Romans, ushering in 

a kingdom that would restore the land to the Jews. By teaching them in parables, 

Jesus exposed their hearts. There were two possible responses to the way he was 

teaching them, and through Matthew’s gospel we can see the results of their choice: 

• People could turn away, not interested in knowing more because he wasn’t the 

Messiah they’d expected. Ultimately, this led to the hardening of their hearts so 

they rejected Jesus. 

• Or they could go to Jesus, wanting to know more, and find the truth of God’s 

kingdom, becoming true disciples with spiritual eyes opened so they discovered 

the secrets of the kingdom and received healing.  

Today, it is still the case that how we respond will reveal the true state of our hearts.  

• If, like the crowds, we turn away from Jesus it will show that our hearts are 

hard, and we are spiritually blind. We are putting ourselves in a place where 

we will never be able to turn to God for healing, sinning away the opportunity 

to repent and have eternal life.  

That is why Jesus twice says to us in this passage ‘He who has ears, let him hear’ 

(Matt 13:9) 

• Where God is at work in us, the kingdom of God will be of real interest to us. 

We will see Jesus as the true king, and go to him for healing, wanting to 

understand what kingdom living is like.  

How we respond to the parables that Jesus taught shows which pathway we are on. 

As we consider this parable  

He who has ears, let him hear 

From the story of the wheat and the weeds, Jesus shows us three expectations when it 

comes to the kingdom. 

1. We can expect God’s kingdom to be opposed (Matt 13: 24-26 above) 



3 
 

The weed was probably darnel, which would entangle its roots around those of the 

wheat, so if you tried to pull it out, you would pull the wheat out as well. Jesus gives 

the interpretation in vv36ff (above). God’s enemy, the devil, is bitterly opposed to 

God and his Kingdom. As he rages with spite and malice against God, he seeks to 

destroy what God is doing.  

Where God is at work the devil is always busy 

• Jesus sows good seed, that results in godly lives, and at the same time the devil 

is sowing bad seed that results in sin and lawlessness.  

• The Lord has his people, the sons of the kingdom. The devil has his own sons, 

who work for him. Sometimes this is knowingly (people who are involved in the 

occult for example), but there are also many who seem decent people but 

unknowingly are the devil’s sons and cause sin in the world, breaking God’s 

law. 

Where God is at work, the devil is always busy sowing his own counterfeit kingdom in 

opposition 

2. We can expect God’s kingdom to be covert (Matt 13:26-30 above) 

The workers respond by wanting to pull up the weeds, but the owner doesn’t want to 

risk pulling up the precious wheat in the process, and says no.  

As an act of grace, for the time being both must grow together. 

While it is true that within the church, not everyone who attends is truly saved, Jesus is 

here referring to the world (v38). True disciples of Jesus are planted in the world as 

sons of the kingdom.  

They are those who have come to Jesus not to get material and physical 

blessing, but to get Christ because they love him and have seen in him such a 

great treasure. 

As true disciples, they are growing to become more and more like Jesus, but growing 

alongside them are sons of the devil. This was true even for Jesus when he lived on 

earth, living as he did among the crowds of children of the devil, and the religious 

leaders who were blind to the truth. We live in this same world, as disciples of Jesus, 
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and will do so until Jesus returns. Yet there is an eternal difference between true 

disciples and those around them.  

True disciples are sons of the kingdom of God, and those around us, in every sphere 

of life, are sons of the devil. 

In our schools, in our neighbourhood, in our workplaces and in homes where 

not everyone is saved, this eternal difference holds true.  

To a casual observer, we may not look that impressive and it may appear that the 

sons of the devil are stronger. Yet we are growing to become more like the sons of 

the kingdom, more and more like Jesus, while the sons of the devil become more 

and more like him whose children they are. As followers of Jesus, we should be 

visible as salt and light in the world but the kingdom is hidden in the sense that what 

we really are is not yet fully seen.  

3. We can expect God’s kingdom to be revealed (v30, 39-43) 

Jesus speaks about a final harvest, when who we really are will be revealed. The sons 

of the devil (the weeds) are gathered and burned in the fire where everything they 

achieved and set their hopes on in this life is destroyed. The fiery furnace is an eternal 

fire, not an ending. When you live for this world so that Jesus is just seen as a means 

to get what you want, and isn’t the treasure of your heart for which you will give up 

everything, then you will lose everything in the eternal fire.  

In contrast, the sons of the kingdom will finally be revealed and be seen to be who 

they really are: 

Adopted sons of God, who will shine brightly with the glory of Christ to the praise of 

God’s grace 

Then your school friends, neighbours, co-workers and family, the weeds you grew 

next to, will see who you really were and why you lived differently. They will see the 

glory of God reflected in a way that was hidden here on earth.  

He who has ears, let him hear 

• You can respond like the crowds who turned away from Jesus, and lost any 

light they might have had from Jesus’ teaching, or  
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• You can respond like the disciples who moved towards Jesus and were given 

more light.  

What would it look like to move towards Jesus? 

a) For those who are believers 

I. It would look like confidence on the day this harvest takes place. We have 

Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

For those who trust in Jesus, the fire that will burn up the weeds fell on him. 

Jesus took our sin on himself and was burned in the fire of judgement for us so 

that we could be put right with God.  

Praise God that we have Christ. 

II. It would also look like praying for the kingdom of God to come, and seeking 

first the kingdom of God, as Jesus taught us to pray - Your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven (Matt 6:10). He teaches us to 

put this above concern for our material needs. (Matt 6:31-33 see p4) 

 It will mean seeking the salvation of the crowds. God can take the sons of the devil 

(the darnel or weeds) and turn them into sons of the kingdom. We can’t do it, but 

Christ can. He is the one who plants the wheat (the sons of the kingdom) in the world, 

and can change darnel into wheat. We live as undercover disciples in the world and 

all around us are sons of the devil. Christ calls us to love the weeds who grow next to 

us. (Matt 5:43-45 see p4) 

Rather than being concerned about our own physical comforts, we ought to be 

concerned about the millions who are turning away from Jesus and who will face 

the eternal fire of hell. As believers in Christ, we should be praying ceaselessly for 

God to do the miracle of turning them into sons of the kingdom. 

b) For you who are unbelievers 

Jesus calls you to repentance and faith in him.  Jesus, the eternal son of God who 

speaks with love and truth, uses a description of Hell that is chilling. (Matt 13:41-42 

see p4). Hell is a place of eternal weeping with no one to offer comfort. It is a place 

of eternal regret that you sat through a sermon like this and had every opportunity to 

go to Jesus, but because of your spiritual blindness and hard heart you turned away.  
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The Bible tells us that God takes no delight in the death of the wicked. As evidence of 

that, he sent Jesus into the world to suffer that Hell for us so that we could be forgiven 

our sin. He patiently gives you the opportunity to hear the message of his love for you 

and to repent and turn to Jesus, finding healing and life.  

You have that opportunity today so please don’t walk away from him but come to 

Christ and receive eternal life.   

At the end of human history, the final harvest will end in eternal judgement for those 

who follow Satan, but for true disciples of Jesus it results in glory.  

If you have ears to hear, turn to Jesus for life. 

If you have turned to Jesus, make every effort to look more and more like the wheat 

that you are and live as a son of the kingdom in the strength that Christ gives by his 

Spirit. 

Matthew 13:3-9 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went 

out to sow. 
4 
And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came 

and devoured them. 
5 
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 

much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 
6 
but 

when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered 

away. 
7 
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 

8 
Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 
9 
He who has ears, let him hear.” 

Matthew 13: 10- 17 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to 

them in parables?” 
11 

And he answered them, “To you it has been given to know the 

secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 
12 

For to the one 

who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who 

has not, even what he has will be taken away. 
13 

This is why I speak to them in 

parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they 

understand.  

14 

Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: 

“‘“You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never 

perceive.” 
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15 
For this people's heart has grown dull, 

    and with their ears they can barely hear, 

    and their eyes they have closed, 

lest they should see with their eyes 

    and hear with their ears 

and understand with their heart 

    and turn, and I would heal them.’ 

16 
But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 

17 
For truly, I 

say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did 

not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 

 

Matthew 6:31-33
   31 

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 

‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 
32 

For the Gentiles seek after all these 

things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 
33 

But seek first the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

 

Matthew 5:43-45 
43 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor 

and hate your enemy.’ 
44 

But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, 
45 

so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he 

makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 

unjust. 

 

Matthew 13:41-42 
41 

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of 

his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 
42 

and throw them into the fiery 

furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

 

 

 


