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Keynotes from Pastor Tim’s am Sermon on 1/11/2020 

Mission Month – “Who can stop the Lord Almighty?”  

Daniel 4 v 28-37 “You can’t stop God” 

Daniel 4: 
 
All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 

29 
At the end of twelve months 

he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 
30 

and the king answered 

and said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal 

residence and for the glory of my majesty?” 
31 

While the words were still in the king's 

mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: 

The kingdom has departed from you, 
32 

and you shall be driven from among men, 

and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. And you shall be made to eat 

grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass over you, until you know that 

the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.” 
33 

Immediately 

the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among men and 

ate grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as 

long as eagles' feathers, and his nails were like birds' claws. 
34 

At the end of the days 

I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I 

blessed the Most High, and praised and honoured him who lives forever, for his 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to 

generation; 
35 

all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does 

according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the 

earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?”
36 

At the 

same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my majesty 

and splendour returned to me. My counsellors and my lords sought me, and I was 

established in my kingdom, and still more greatness was added to me. 
37 

Now I, 

Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, for all his works 

are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 

 

Events such as tsunamis, earthquakes or volcano eruptions show us unstoppable 

power over which we have no control. That power is nothing compared to the power 

of God. God is the Lord God Almighty and nothing can stand in the way of what he 

purposes to do. That could scare us if we are at war with God, but it is a source of 

great comfort when we are involved in mission, have loved ones who are unsaved or 

for those who have a longing to be saved. What happened to Nebuchadnezzar 

demonstrates the good news that you can’t stop God.  
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Nebuchadnezzar makes a strong confession of faith in Daniel 4:34-35, but what 

brought him to this point?  

a) Nebuchadnezzar’s dream – we hear of a dream that left the king deeply afraid.  

Daniel 4:10-16 The visions of my head as I lay in bed were these: I saw, and behold, 

a tree in the midst of the earth, and its height was great. 
11 

The tree grew and became 

strong, and its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the end of the whole 

earth. 
12 

Its leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in it was food for all. The 

beasts of the field found shade under it, and the birds of the heavens lived in its 

branches, and all flesh was fed from it.
13 

“I saw in the visions of my head as I lay in 

bed, and behold, a watcher, a holy one, came down from heaven. 
14 

He proclaimed 

aloud and said thus: ‘Chop down the tree and lop off its branches, strip off its leaves 

and scatter its fruit. Let the beasts flee from under it and the birds from its branches. 

15 
But leave the stump of its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, 

amid the tender grass of the field. Let him be wet with the dew of heaven. Let his 

portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth. 
16 

Let his mind be changed from a 

man's, and let a beast's mind be given to him; and let seven periods of time pass over 

him.  

 

Nebuchadnezzar believed that the gods were speaking to him through this dream, 

and wanted to know what it meant. Out of his wise men, only Daniel, a Jew who had 

been taken into exile in Babylon, could help. Daniel worshipped the one true God, 

and knew that this dream had come from him to show the king what will happen if 

he doesn’t humble himself before God. Nebuchadnezzar had become the most 

powerful ruler in the ancient world (as history shows us) and ruled over the most 

powerful empire at that time. He was truly a gifted leader as Daniel tells us in vv20-

22. Daniel interprets the dream and tells the king that he would be driven from his 

palace and would live as an animal, stripped of his greatness, wealth and wisdom. 

He would live as an ox in a field for seven years.  

What was God’s purpose in this and why did he warn the king and not just cut 

him down there and then? 

God had been working through Daniel and his friends, since they first arrived in 

Babylon, to show Nebuchadnezzar: 

• That God alone is God and he is the ultimate ruler 

• That Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom was only great because God had made it so 
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In the earlier chapters of Daniel, we read of events that showed God’s greatness, and 

it seemed that, at times, Nebuchadnezzar started to recognise this, but he soon 

forgot. He was in awe of himself but not in awe of God.  

• In giving a warning, God was showing grace to the king, delaying the carrying 

out of what he had said would happen in order to give Nebuchadnezzar time 

to repent and to humble himself before God. He had time to reflect on all that 

God had done, and to come to worship him alone.  

Daniel appeals to the king to repent. 

  

Dan 4:27 Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you: break off your sins 

by practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the oppressed, 

that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your prosperity.” 

 

God is a God who brings judgement – if you are continuing in sin, and God hasn’t 

yet brought judgement, it is because he is showing grace to you to lead you to 

repentance. We mustn’t despise his patience as Nebuchadnezzar did. He did not 

repent.  

b) Nebuchadnezzar’s pride – we see that the king ignores all God has shown him 

Despite the grace he was offered by God in being warned and given time to repent, 

Nebuchadnezzar worshipped himself rather than God (vv28-30). He took the credit 

for the greatness of his kingdom, credit that rightly belonged to God.  This was an act 

of foolishness, which led to his downfall.  

c) Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling – we find that God’s word has substance 

As the king declared his perceived greatness, so God acted against him swiftly. God 

stripped the king of his royal greatness, and drove him out to eat grass with the 

cattle, exactly as he had said he would. Why was Nebuchadnezzar humbled in this 

particular way? Perhaps it is because when we fail to acknowledge God and to walk 

in his ways, we, who were created in God’s image, are actually no different to the 

beasts of the field. Nebuchadnezzar thought the glory belonged to him, but it 

belonged to God and he does not yield his glory to anyone.  

It was not the end for Nebuchadnezzar, however.  
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d) Nebuchadnezzar’s doxology – we see that Nebuchadnezzar comes to praise 

God. 

The king has been humbled by God, and his response to this is to worship him. He 

had started by believing in numerous pagan gods but when God has finished with 

him, he has come to worship the one true God. He has been brought to see the 

amazing truth that if God wants to show the most powerful ruler in the known world 

that God is God, and turn a pagan king into a worshipper of the only true God then 

none can stay his hand (v35). 

He is the Lord God Almighty, who does all that he wishes in heaven and on earth, 

and none can stay his hand. 

What does this mean for us?  

1. Missions are not powerless – no one can stop God 

As we start Missions month, our goal is to:  

• Raise awareness of mission 

• Get the church praying for mission 

• Encourage our mission partners 

Mission will accomplish all that God purposes because none can stay his hand. Jesus 

tells us ‘I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it’. (Matt 

16:18). Covid 19, lockdown restrictions, false religions, persecution and hard hearts 

cannot stand in the way of Jesus building his church.  

• As we support mission with prayer, we are praying for something that will 

ultimately succeed, for all whom Christ died to save will come, and Christ’s 

kingdom will be built and completed.   

• As we support mission financially, we are giving to something that cannot 

ultimately fail. It is the most secure investment we could ever make.  

2. There is hope for our unbelieving loved ones – none can stay his hand 

2000 years ago, a very religious Jew named Saul was on a mission to destroy 

Christianity, rounding up Christians and putting them to death. He anticipated 

causing Christians to cower in fear as he travelled to Damascus. Instead, blinded, he 

had to be led into the city by his companions. On his way there, he met with Jesus 
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Christ who humbled him to a place where he had to confess that Jesus was Lord and 

Saviour. Renamed Paul, he spent the rest of his life telling people that Jesus was the 

only way for sinful people to be put right with a holy God, yet he had seemed 

unstoppable in opposition.  

When God wanted to turn the heart of a religious pharisee to become a follower of 

Jesus, then none could stay his hand.  The same applies to a loved one who seems 

so hostile to Christ, because none can stay his hand. We need to keep praying and 

trusting as we wait for God to act, and if he wishes, he will save. While there is 

physical life, there is hope for those as yet unsaved.   

3. You need to repent – none can stay his hand 

If you are reading this, and are not yet saved but in your pride, you are refusing to 

submit your life to almighty God, then God will humble you. It may happen in this 

life, if he acts in kindness towards you to bring you to repentance, but if you don’t 

accept him now, then you will be humbled in the next life for all eternity in Hell.  

Just as God would not allow Nebuchadnezzar to continue to exalt himself above 

God, neither will he allow you to do so. At the moment, God in his grace is giving 

you the time to repent of your sin and to come to trust in Jesus, who alone can put 

you right with God. The Bible tells us that Jesus is a greater king than 

Nebuchadnezzar – he created Nebuchadnezzar and everything else in the universe, 

and now sustains it all.  

Despite his greatness, King Jesus was also humbled.  

• He was put to death on a cross because of the human sin of pride – though it 

was our pride not his, since he himself was without sin.  

• He willingly took all of our sin on himself and took the punishment we deserve. 

• He willingly humbled himself to the shame of death on the cross on our behalf.  

Then King Jesus was also exalted – not as ruler of an earthly kingdom, but over 

God’s kingdom which: 

• Will last forever 

• Is a kingdom of righteousness, joy and peace 
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This kingdom will triumph over every earthly empire because none can stay God’s 

hand 

King Jesus calls you to humble yourself, let go of your hostility to him and trust him to 

put you right with God. When you do that, you will discover the joy of eternal life and 

the joy that comes from knowing that 

none can stay God’s hand. 

 


